
A Note from the Director
The Loyola New Orleans Law Clinic is pleased to
share an update about its in-house clinics and
externship program. We are proud to have sworn in
47 student practitioners for the 2024-2025 academic
year. At Loyola New Orleans, we know that working
with clients is a fundamental aspect of legal
education and value the opportunity to provide
critical services to our community.  

Sincerely,

Davida Finger
Associate Dean of Clinics and Experiential Education
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New Child Welfare and Domestic Violence Section

The Louisiana Bar Foundation (LBF) has gifted the Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic with $826,000 to
launch a new clinic section. The Child Welfare and Domestic Violence section will provide
direct legal services for children experiencing abuse and neglect at the hands of their parents or
caregivers. The gift will also allow Loyola to provide trauma-informed training opportunities
for lawyers, judges, court personnel, community partners, and court-involved mental health
professionals.

2025-2026 New Faculty and Staff

Sara Godchaux (pictured left) will join the Clinic faculty as professor of the Disability Justice
section in June 2025. Sara joined the Clinic as a staff attorney in 2018 to help found the
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Education Project to fill a critical gap in legal representation for students and families on school
discipline and special education matters in the greater New Orleans area. 

Tim McEvoy (pictured centered) will join the Clinic faculty as professor of the Child Welfare &
Domestic Violence section in June 2025. Most recently, Tim served as Associate Clinical
Professor of Law and the Deputy Director of the Domestic Violence Clinic at Tulane Law
School. 

Alex Bellow (pictured right) joined the Law Clinic as a staff attorney in the Criminal Defense
section.

Faculty Awards

Friend of Pro Bono

Professor Tobie Tranchina and the Family
Law section received the Friend of Pro Bono
award from the The Pro Bono Project. The
award is presented to an individual or
organization that has provided, improved,
and excelled in the delivery of volunteer
legal services.

Professor Snead Honored
Professor D. Majeeda Snead received
the Greater New Orleans Chapter of the
Louis A. Martinet Society's Dr. Norman C.
Francis Award at its annual gala. The award
recognized Professor Snead's contributions
to the legal field and lifelong commitment
to social justice.

Section Successes

Criminal Defense
The Loyola Law Criminal Defense section
was proud to represent ​an 18-year old in his
jury trial. Student Practitioner Anna Gilbert
and Clinic Professor Judson Mitchell
represented the New Orleans native charged
with Armed Robbery with a Firearm from
events in April 2022. After deliberating for 45
minutes, the jury found ​the defendant not guilty of all counts.

Youth Justice

https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/rj5aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/rj5aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/7b6aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/n46aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/3w7aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/jp8aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/jp8aou
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7f9f1i/va53856f/zh9aou


Student Practitioners Katrina Huber and Madeline
Michael advocated tirelessly for our client in a two-
day mediation that resulted in a favorable
Settlement Agreement for our clients. 

As a result of this litigation, the School District also
agreed to develop new policies and practices by
January 2025 to protect the participation rights of

parents of special education students in the District. 

Family Law
The Family Law section, supervised
by Professor Tobie Tranchina, recently
prevailed in federal court at the Eastern District
of Louisiana. The Clinic was appointed by the
Honorable Ivan L. R. Lemelle to represent our
client in an International Child Abduction case
under the Hague Convention. Following a two-day trial and oral arguments, Student
Practitioner, Emily McCrory, secured a judgment in our favor. As a result, our client’s
fifteen-year-old son is able to remain here in the United States with his mother and sister.

Children's Rights
The Children's Rights section, supervised by
Professor Ramona Fernandez, secured a favorable
judgment in a Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
(SIJS) case for two minor children from Honduras
—a middle school-aged child and his elementary
school-aged sister—determining that it is in their

best interest to remain in the United States in their mother's custody. This decision reunites the
brother with his mother and younger sister, ensuring they can grow up together in a safe and
stable home, with no risk of returning to unsafe conditions in Honduras.

Immigration
The Immigration section, supervised by Professor
Hiroko Kusuda, recently won asylum for two clients
from Nicaragua. The Immigration judge praised the
students’ pretrial brief, especially the section on
country conditions.

The Immigration team was hard at work during the Spring semester, hosting several Know
Your Rights programs for the local immigrant community.

Extern Spotlight

Daniel Coman
The Externship Program placed 41 externs during the 2024-2025 academic year in non-profit,
judicial, and government placements.
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Speaking of his externship in Fall 2024, Daniel Coman wrote, "My
externship placement with the National Labor Relations Board
provides insight into the daily practice of a government lawyer. I
work closely with the attorneys, assisting in representation elections,
drafting legal memos, and observing trials. The office is filled with
young lawyers eager to make a difference, and I feel right at home."

Project Spotlight

My Community Cares
The My Community Cares (MCC) civil legal
services program funded by the Louisiana State Bar
Foundation was renewed for another grant cycle at
the Loyola Law Clinic, with additional funding
provided to assist with litigation and client
expenses.

The 24-25 project docket includes non-parent custody cases, education advocacy, representing
a client in a protective order hearing, estate planning, special immigrant juvenile cases in State
court, and assisting clients apply for public benefits and obtaining necessary documents for
approval.

Emily Aucoin, MCC Staff Attorney, organized a Child Law Conference in collaboration with the
Pro Bono Project engaging about 75 attorneys and law students. She also presented at the
Together We Can Conference and the LSBA Access to Justice CINC Pre-Conference. 

Publications

Ukrainian-U.S. Collaboration
Dean Davida Finger co-authored an
article detailing a collaboration between
professors in the U.S. and Ukraine. The
partnership supported skills training for
Ukrainian students as they pivoted their
work to navigate lawyering during the war.

The Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic
This fully functioning legal clinic gives third-year law students the opportunity to put their

classroom knowledge to work in representing those in need under the supervision of

experienced attorneys. Students gain practical experience in a number of fields while

learning what it means to use the law to serve others.
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