Law Clinic Spring 2022 Justice Journal
We are pleased to share news from Loyola New
Orleans Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic and Center for
Social Justice. You will find a few highlights from the first
part of 2022. The year has already brought much work
for justice. Congratulations to all of our student
practitioners who are graduating!
Best wishes,
Davida Finger, Director | Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic and
Center for Social Justice | Loyola University New
Orleans

Special Projects
Disaster Lawyering Project
The Disaster Lawyering Project with Rebecca Holmes, staff attorney, and Davida Finger,
Clinic Director, wrapped up the post-Hurricane Ida lawyering project this semester. The
project assisted individuals and advocated for equity in FEMA's disaster recovery and
included many law student volunteers. Recently, the Project submitted a comment to the
Federal Register for a proposed action. The comment advocates for the collecting of
demographic information for survivors who register for FEMA disaster assistance and
the application of criteria to review FEMA's compliance with Civil Rights laws. Read more
here about: "Collection of Information Title: Generic Clearance for Civil Rights and
Equity. Type of Information Collection: New information collection. OMB Number: 1660NW133."

Law Clinic Sections Highlights
The Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic and Center for Social Justice completed the Spring 2022
semester with student practitioners in 8 different law clinic sections: Children's Rights,
Criminal Defense, Family, Immigration, Litigation Technology, Prosecution, Workplace
Justice, and Youth Justice.
We welcomed 3 new law clinic student practitioners for a Spring swearing in by Zoom.

Children’s Rights | Taught by Professor Ramona Fernandez |
Congratulations to Victoria Barzcyk,
Emilia Duncan, Michelle Riviere and
Sarah Skidmore. These students won
an international custody dispute after
a 5 hour hearing, which included
direct & cross examination of
witnesses and arguments under
UCCJEA and Hague Convention. The
judge granted our Exception of No
Subject Matter Jurisdiction. We
represented a mother and two girls (3
& 6 years old), all residents of the
country of Panama. They came here
on a Tourist Visa. Before they could return home, the father, who is a U.S. citizen, took
their travel documents. Though a court in Panama had already rendered a custody
agreement, he filed a custody action in Jefferson Parish, preventing them from returning
home. The case was heard by the Honorable Lee Faulkner, Division P of the 24th
Judicial District Court for Jefferson Parish.
Congratulations to Emilia Duncan who successfully filed and
argued a Motion to Strike Defendant’s Motion to Remove
the Custody Evaluator and Defendant’s First Supplemental
and Amended Petition. The C.R. Clinic was appointed by the
court to represent two minors in a highly contested custody
dispute. The case was heard by the Honorable Scott
Schlegel, Division D of the 24th Judicial District Court for
Jefferson Parish.

Criminal Defense | Taught by Professor D. Majeeda Snead |
Loyola Law Criminal Defense
Clinic, under the supervision of
Professor D. Majeeda Snead,
was appointed to represent a
client on appeal. The client was
tried and convicted after a
three day trial wherein he was
represented by private counsel.
The student practitioners
reviewed his very voluminous
trial transcript and identified
several potential trial errors
that could have resulted in his
conviction being overturned. After much research, the students filed a brief in the Fourth
Circuit Court of Appeal, presenting several assignments of error. One of the errors
assigned was a denial by the trial court to excuse a juror for cause even though the juror
was related to the lead detective in the case and specifically maintained he would
believe the detective over any other witness. Although the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal
recognized that was a valid error, it ruled the error had been waived when defense
counsel did not use one of his preemptory challenges to remove the juror. Read more

Family Law | Taught by Professor Cheryl Buchert |
The Family Law Clinic retained a client in
early September whose daughter was taken
out of state during evacuation for Hurricane
Ida by her father and stepmother. The Clinic
filed a petition to establish custody on behalf
of the client as a repercussion for the
father’s violation of the Louisiana Relocation
Statutes. Under the Relocation Statutes,
improper relocation, including failure to
provide notice of a proposed relocation of a
child, is grounds for immediate return of the
child back to their home state and home
parish. On February 1, 2022, Devon Clancy
and Maggie Daly represented the client. The judge ordered the immediate return of the
child to the state of Louisiana. After five months apart, the client and her daughter were
finally reunited in Louisiana and are happy to be making memories together again.
Family Law student practitioners
are counsel for a father who had
not seen his daughter since July
2021. The great-grandmother had
physical custody of the child. She
would not allow him to see his
daughter and would only let him
speak with her in certain situations.
With the help of the Family Law
Section, he was able to spend a
weekend in February 2022 with his
daughter for the first time in
months. Pictured is father and
daughter during their weekend
visit.

Immigration | Taught by Professor Hiroko Kusuda |
This semester, the Immigration Clinic screened three Afghan families who came to the
United States in August 2021 after the Taliban attacked Kabul. After the initial screenings,
clinic students became mentors for local pro bono attorneys who will see each family's
case to completion. One of the cases is eight family members, each applying for asylum.
Due to these cases' sensitive and somewhat unprecedented nature, two clinic students
are completing the head of the family, the father's, asylum application for the other pro
bono attorneys to use as a reference. We are fortunate to work with such resilient clients
and dedicated pro bono attorneys and look forward to learning from each other.

Litigation Technology | Taught by Professor Judson Mitchell |
The Technology and Legal Innovation Clinic is busy working on new technology projects
for the Spring semester. Students are writing code and analyzing data in order to create
apps which support access to justice. For more information, see the Clinic's website:
https://loyolalawtech.org

Prosecution | Taught by Judge Calvin Johnson and Judge John Molaison |

"My experience in Clinic has allowed me the opportunity to
attend court hearings and observe trials, work alongside
Assistant District Attorneys, and apply laws learned in the
classroom. Clinic has offered invaluable learning
opportunities, including visiting the Jefferson Parish Crime
Lab. At the Crime Lab, we were able to speak with data
and field specialists, ask questions, and see the overlap of
technology in these roles."
Alyssa Garcia, 3L student practitioner

Workplace Justice Project | Taught by Professor Luz M. Molina |
The Workplace Justice Project has received grants in the amount of $1,842,395 to
support its work in recovering $385,135.00 in wages for workers.

Save the Date: The Workplace Justice Project will host a day-long summit to create a
practical vision for tackling economic inequity in Greater New Orleans on Friday, April
22, 2022. This virtual event is free and open to all. Those who attend will be asked to
collaborate by exchanging ideas and policy solutions to address some of the social
determinants driving economic equity, for example, healthcare access, the criminal
justice system, work and wages, education, housing affordability, and reliable
transportation. It will also discuss and analyze intersecting issues and outcomes such as
child care and maternity leave, as well as family economic security. For more information
click here.

Youth Justice | Taught by Professor Hector Linares |
The Youth Justice Section of the law clinic won a victory at the Louisiana Fourth Circuit
of Appeal. The appellate court granted the clinic’s writ application in a case against the
City of New Orleans involving the illegal housing of detained youth at an adult prison as
part of an emergency evacuation during Hurricane Ida. The clinic took writs after the
state district court judge dismissed the case for lack of jurisdiction and ordered it
transferred to juvenile court. In a 4-1 decision, the appellate court agreed with the clinic
stating, "this is primarily a civil right action, which does not fall within the exclusive
original jurisdiction of the juvenil court.” The city has sought supervisory writs with the
Louisiana Supreme Court, and clinic students are now working hard on an opposition
brief to preserve their hard-fought victory.

Externship | Taught by Professor Davida Finger |
The Externship Program finished a great semester with 25 law students placed at nonprofit, government, and judicial placements. Students completed externships in federal
and state courts, and in many different offices including: public defender, district
attorney, US Department of Justice, ACLU, and the La Center for Children's Rights.
Appreciation to law clinic staff attorneys: Andrea Agee (Workplace Justice), Sara
Godchaux (Children's Rights) Tobie Tranchina (Children's Rights), and Erika Zucker
(Workplace Justice).

Clinic Spotlight: Professor Hiroko Kusuda

Professor Kusuda was recently elected to serve on the Board of Jesuit Refugee Service (USA).

In the News
Professor Davida Finger
Law Professor Davida Finger, an evictions expert and director of the Center for
Social Justice at Loyola, is cited in a PBS Newshour story about the looming
eviction crisis facing New Orleans, together with her former Law Clinic student,
Loyola Law alumnus Andrew Maberry.
Professor Hiroko Kusuda:
Clinical Professor Hiroko Kusuda Addressing the Challenges in American Legal
Education Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic: Hiroko Kusuda and Heather Drabek
Pendergast, CLINICAL LAW SEMINAR, June 2021 at 63” 2. “Introduction to
Removal Proceedings, in NAVIGATING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF IMMIGRATION
LAW 422" (Lindsay Chichester Koren et al. eds. 2021-2022 ed. American
Immigration Lawyers Association 2021).
Kusuda, America’s Failed Immigration Policy And Challenges Toward
Comprehensive Immigration Reform, 50 Hikaku Hougaku [Comp. L. Rev.] 2,
Institute of Comparative Law, Waseda University (2016) (Japan)
On March 4, 2022, an article co-authored by Professor Kusuda titled "Medical
Legal Partnerships in Asylum Cases" was published in Berkeley Law School's Civil
Justice Research Initiative.
Professor Hector Linares
COVID-19 in the Law Clinic, 69:1 The Federal Lawyer, January/February 2022, at
40.

Keep up with us!
Loyola Law Clinic homepage | https://law.loyno.edu/centers/law-clinic-center-social-justice
Loyola Law Clinic Facebook page | https://www.facebook.com/LoyolaLawClinic

Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic and Center for Social Justice
7214 St. Charles Ave., Box 902, New Orleans, LA 70118 US
Phone: (504) 861-5590 | Fax: (504) 861-5440

Sha r e this e m a il:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove®
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.
526 Pine Street
New Orleans, LA | 70118 US
This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

