
College of Law 

Faculty Meeting Minutes 

October 16, 2018 

 

Ordinary: Algero, Armstrong, Blevins, Ciolino, Crusto, Davrados, Drury, Garda, Harges, 

Landrieu, Lecesne, Leonhard, Lovett, Medina, Moore, Neilson, Puder, Rabalais, Senn, 

Shoebotham, Sokol, Szalai, Tooley-Knoblett, Varnado, Verchick, Wallace,  

Emeriti: Buchert, Library: Barnes, Huddleston, Pope, Wright Clinic: Finger, Kusuda, Linares, 

Mitchell, Molina, Academic Support: Scalise, Westerfield: Bishop, Slaybaugh 

Administration: Johnson  

 

 

DEAN’S REPORT 

 The Dean introduced both Police Chief Todd Warren, Chief of LUPD and Ann Weaver, 

Office of Grants and Sponsored Programs. Dean Landrieu discussed the armed robbery 

incident that occurred just off campus involving two of our evening students. Fortunately, 

no one was physically harmed. We are opening parking lots on campus at night and 

getting better lighting.  

 The Dean reported on the status of the University’s Accreditation with SACS.  The 

University has prepared its report to SACS, making the case that probation is not 

warranted.  SACS can either place us on probation or give us a green light. The only 

issue before SACS is our financial stability.  SACS meets in New Orleans in December.  

The University is managing communications around the possibility of probation with the 

hopes, of course, that it does not come to be.    The decision to be made by SACS is 

based on our financial picture as of July 31, 2018.  We did not have a balanced budget 

then.  However, the University has a balanced budget for July 31, 2019.  Thus, if the 

University is place on probation, it is satisfied that we will come off it by the next year. 

 One of our students who works for the Saenger Theatre has offered the faculty and staff 

the opportunity to purchase Hamilton tickets coming to the Saenger in the spring.  The 

Dean gave out order forms for all faculty and will circulate the same by email to faculty 

and to staff. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 There will be a mandatory Title IX training on Tuesday, October 30, 2018 from 12:30 

p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Nunemaker Hall.  For those who cannot make it, it will likely be 

videotaped for later review.  However, the Dean encourages all to attend.  

 Book orders are due by Friday, October 13 – please post your syllabi on LORA soon so 

the students can see those as they begin to register.  Registration begins on Monday, 

October 29 and goes through that week.  When advising students, please remember that 

in addition to required classes, students are required to get six experiential credits (in 

addition to lawyering II), a writing requirement, and a Law and Poverty requirement. 

 Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Robert Wilkie, will visit the University on October 31, 

2018, from 1:00 p.m. – 3;00 p.m.  Sec. Wilkie is a Loyola law graduate, Class of 1988.  

We have invited both undergraduate and law students who are active military or veterans.  



Dean Landrieu will facilitate a conversation with the Secretary about the state of the 

agency, leadership, and career opportunities in the military and public sector. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

 Professor Crusto, seconded by Professor Davrados, approved the minutes of September 

11, 2018. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
  

1) Faculty Development Committee (Puder): Professor Puder reported that the committee will 

host a series of Brown Bag lunches to be held on November 20, February 19, March 19, and 

April 16 for presentations on on-going research projects.  These are for faculty to have an 

opportunity to present on-going research and ideas.  
 

2) Clinic, Skills, and CLE Committee (Lecesne): The committee recommended and the faculty 

approved, without opposition, that skills credits be awarded for  

1)  Civil Law Successions taught by Professor Davrados, and  

2)  Trusts and Estates taught by Professor Crusto.   

 

3) Curriculum Committee: (Garda):  The faculty approved, without opposition, the 

recommendation of the committee, as follows:  

 

a) LAW L933 Asylum and Refugee Law be approved as an elective for the 

Certificate in International Legal Studies; 

 

b) The following new courses be approved for summer programs: 

1. Comparative Estate Law Vienna Program 2019 (1 hour) (Varnado) 

2. The Law and Environmental Protection Panama Program 2019 (1 

hour) (Sokol) 

3. Comparative Incarceration Spetses Program 2019 (1 hour) 

(Armstrong) 

4. Comparative Multi-Party Litigation Spetses Program 2019 (1 hour) 

(Algero) 

 

c) Divorce and Family Mediation be approved as a Winter/Summer Intercession 

(1 hour) (Harges) and be approved for experiential credit. 

 

Professor Garda reported that the committee considered a Motion by Professor Medina to 

reduce the total number of credit hours required to earn a J.D. from 90 credits to 88. The 

Committee did not recommend this change. No further action was taken by the faculty on 

the issue.  

 
4) International Programs Committee (Drury): Prior to the faculty meeting, Professor Drury 

circulated a proposal for the three international summer programs. The committee 

recommended and the faculty approved, without opposition, that the 2019 Spetses 

summer program, the 2019 Panama summer program, and the 2019 Vienna program, all 



as described in the previously proposals, are approved, provided that any program that 

has not reached its enrollment goal by March 15, 2019 must receive subsequent approval 

from the International Programs Committee before being allowed to proceed. 

 

5) Budget Committee (Drury):  Professor Drury presented a summary for the 2017-2018 budget.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  
1) Professor Scalise reported on our July Bar results.  See attached PP   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
1)  Amendment to Faculty Bylaws to add Library Director as an ex-officio member of Budget 

Committee (Algero):  Moved by Professor Crusto and seconded by Garda. Passed without 

opposition.   

 

2) May Term (Algero): We are offering a May term this year to run from May 13 – May 24. Six 

courses have been submitted. Each are experiential which is what we were hoping for. We will also 

be offering 3 on line courses this summer.  We expect that May and Summer course offerings will 

generate approximately $500,000.  We will carefully watch enrollments.  

 

Adjourned: 2:00 pm 


