
College of Law 

Faculty Meeting Minutes 

August 21, 2018 

 

Ordinary: Algero, Armstrong, Blevins, Ciolino, Crusto, Davrados, Drury, Garda, Harges, Kalb, 

Landrieu, Lecesne, Leonhard, Lovett, Medina, Moore, Pabon, Puder, Rabalais, Senn, 

Shoebotham, Szalai, Tooley-Knoblett, Varnado, Verchick, Viator, Wallace, Woods Library: 

Barnes, Huddleston Emeriti: Buchert, Klebba Clinic: Fernandez, Finger, Kusuda, Linares, 

Mitchell, Molina, Snead Academic Support: Snyder, Scalise, Tufts Westerfield: Bishop, 

Slaybaugh Administration: Jones, Mercer, Stewart 

 

 

DEAN’S REPORT 

 Fr. Moore’s welcoming prayer 

 Thank you for great attendance at graduation mass.  It made a difference and a statement 

and created a presence 

 John Blevins round of applause for Orientation.  John thanks everyone for all of their 

help and assistance. 

 Faculty Welcomes: Desiree Slaybaugh, new Westerfield fellow. Davida Finger new 

position as Associate Dean of Students- we’re creating a relaunch for our student orgs, 

and revamping faculty advisors for these student groups.  We are modeling lawyering as 

leadership- healthy dose of how to balance student orgs with academics.  Professor 

Wallace is interim director of the Advocacy Center. She will be spending the year 

creating a structure and implementing startup. Welcome back from sabbatical (Wallace, 

Crusto, Andrea).   

 University staffing / role changes:  

- Fr. Gregg Grovenburg will be serving as our part-time law Chaplain coming from 

main campus. Eager to introduce him to you. He will be in BAC 102. 

- We lost Jerome Anderson due to changes in Financial Affairs, we will be hiring a 

similar position in a restructured way that is more connected to financial affairs.  

- We lost Brian Bennett- LLMs will be supported by Maria Pabon, Carol Magendie 

will be managing internal video boards, classroom technology will be handled by IT. 

In-class media equipment will be handled by IESI. Please get to your classrooms 

about 10 minutes early to avoid unnecessary conflicts.  A level 1 emergency text 

Carol at 713-449-5374 and she will reach out to IT to come to classroom. A level 2 

problem, within 4 hours in triage line. They may respond much sooner- contact IT 

ext. 2255  Level 3- my computer is not going to last much longer- contact IT ext. 

2255.  Can we ask IT to add HDMI cables to each of the classrooms? Yes. Website 

updates: voluminous in pages ~140- double check.   

- Johanna Kalb has spent the summer updating, upgrading, bringing our website to 

current standard.  Redesigning the mapping. Thank you.  Tons of stuff going up, we 

are in charge of content- you will be contacted for updated information.  We have 

gotten a photographer to come over to get more recent active photos.  Please make 

yourself available or your piece will be left behind.  Please be responsive and 

generous in your responses of time. We have an events calendar on our website– 

Shelly can add events to the calendar. This is located on the bottom of the website.  



Send any acknowledgements with a few sentences to Johanna as you want 

acknowledgements updated on the website.  

 Professorships- I will be getting to you soon your drawdown number and your balance.  I 

am also sending to you an excel spreadsheet so that when you credit or debit against it, 

you can track it.   

 I am also sending to you a check request form for necessary expenses- Dawn has put 

together a user friendly cheat sheet with hyperlinks that will walk you though how to do 

your reimbursements.  I need you to try to do as much of the prep work as possible.  

Once it is completed, bring it to Shelly for processing.  Include a missing affidavit receipt 

if you do not have an original receipt.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Visiting professor Qing Zhang, is teaching his intersession course in Chinese 

administrative Law- using faculty lounge back room desk area for his stay at Loyola 

 310 forms will be requested in the next few weeks.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes approved for May 2018 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Admissions- We are very proud of our current statistics: up in every category and up 3 

points from last year.  We have 2 new publications this year. Our yields are up in the top 

of our class with the Ignatian Law Scholars program.  Offered 55 scholarships and 15 

accepted.  We saw an increase in the yield in a place where applications are down, in the 

middle range.  We had 35 faculty who reached out to students last year.  We need to 

continue this.  It makes a big difference.  We were just short of getting to a 152 as our 

median. We have started texting, emailing, and meeting students. We have 12 LLMs 3 

returning international, 7 newly admitted international, and 2 domestic LLMs. 

Admissions committee exercised a great deal of discipline.  Thank you to all of the 

committee.  

 Curriculum Committee- postponed until next meeting 

 International programs- postponed until next meeting 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Discussion on attendance policy- ABA standard 308 is the only standard that addresses 

this policy, however the ABA does not dictate our current 80/20 attendance rule.  The 

policy we currently have is a policy that we as a faculty passed; inherent in that, is that 

we as a faculty are enforcing the policy we passed. Petitions committee had asked to 

bring this policy to the faculty for further discussion.  There is currently uneven 

enforcement.  We either need to agree to enforce the policy or create a new policy. 

Suggestion that at the next faculty meeting there is a motion of some kind, or the Dean 

will ask all faculty to enforce current attendance policy.  Request that the petitions 

committee put forth a motion either to abolish current policy and come up with a more 

generic standard or to enforce the rule as it presently stands. Harges motion carried to 

next meeting: abolish the current attendance policy and each professor can determine 

their own policy.  Mary will circulate the current policy.  

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 Election: Replacement for Law School Representative on the Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion Committee, previously called Affirmative Action Committee- Professor 

Medina selected as law school representative   

 Research Assistants / Teaching Assistants - Amanda Stewart will be handling 

RA’s/TA’s; previously this was Michelle Morlier.  Please send your students to Amanda 

for set-up.  Human Resources will be coming to campus from 12:15-2pm, Room 118 on 

Tuesday August 28th and Thursday Sept 13th; this will allow students to complete their 

hire and tax paperwork on our campus as opposed to traveling to main campus. We are 

trying to determine the appropriate monetary budget per each professor.  The historical 

data is difficult to interpret.  Students derive a benefit from researching and learning 

professional competence and professors are supported in their research and their teaching. 

Professors have concern about setting a firm monetary cap; library liaisons are no longer 

available, research grants no longer available.   Additional meeting to be called about this 

topic.  It is more complicated than it looks like from an outside perspective.  The 

intention is not to limit you in your research.  

 Faculty Library Liaisons- Janet Kearney is no longer at Loyola.  Use of library liaisons  

will be limited until we are more fully staffed, however Brian Huddleston can assist when 

needed.  New library computer system launched over the summer.  

 

Adjourned: 2pm 


